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Introduction 
 

“There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow 
out of his roots.” (Is 11:1) 
 

Isaiah’s prophecy about Christ’s family origins, the fulfillment of 
which is confirmed in Matthew’s genealogy of Christ, has been 
contemplated for many centuries in sermons, hymns, and 
iconography. As early as the 2nd century, St. Irenaeus of Lyons 
interprets it thus: 
 

Thereby the prophet says that it is of her, who is descended from David and 
from Abraham, that He is born. For Jesse was a descendant of Abraham, the 
father of David; the descendant who conceived Christ, the Virgin, is thus become 
the ‘rod.’ Moses too worked his miracles before Pharaoh with a rod; and among 
others too of mankind, the rod is a sign of empire. And the ‘Flower’ refers to 
His body, for it was made to bud forth by the Spirit. 
 

In the 4th century, St. Ambrose of Milan poetically emphasizes the 
centrality of the Virgin Mary in this prophecy: 
 

The root is the household of the Jews, the rod is Mary, the Flower of Mary is 
Christ. She is rightly called a rod, for she is of the royal lineage, of the house 
and family of David. Her Flower is Christ, Who destroyed the stench of worldly 
pollution and poured out the fragrance of eternal life. As He Himself said, ‘I 
am a flower of the plain, a lily of the valleys. 
 

And the 8th century St. Cosmas the Melodist sings in the Nativity 
Matins: 
 

Rod of the root of Jesse [Is. 11:1], and flower that blossomed from his stem, O 
Christ, You have sprung from the Virgin. From the mountain overshadowed 
by the forest You have come, made flesh from her that knew not wedlock, O 
God, Who are not formed from matter. 
  
In medieval Europe, this prophecy was unfolded and interpreted in 
stained glass windows, icons and ecclesiastical embroidery in a 



 
 

motif known as the Jesse Tree. A tree sprouts from the body of the 
sleeping Jesse, with images of Christ’s ancestors and prophetic 
forerunners entwined throughout the branches. 

In recent years, families have used the idea of the Jesse Tree to 
prepare during the Advent season for Christ’s birth, reading the Old 
Testament stories of those who heard God’s promises and waited 
for them to be fulfilled. 

Here we offer 40 Scripture readings (one for each day of the 
Orthodox fast before Christmas) to help your family anticipate the 
coming of Christ. The readings are arranged mostly chronologically, 
telling the story of humankind from the creation of the first Adam 
and Eve to the birth of the Last Adam through the New Eve. We 
contemplate Christ’s ancestors according to the flesh (the people 
you will find in His genealogy), prefigurations of His virgin birth 
(Jacob’s ladder, the burning bush, the parting of the Red Sea), and 
prophecies of his incarnation within the Old Testament. Each day 
we can ask Christ how he is revealing himself to us in the story. 

In addition to reading the Scriptures, it’s become customary to 
craft an ornament for each day of one’s Advent preparations, and 
hang it on a “Jesse Tree.” We are sharing designs for 40 ornaments, 
which you can use however you like. (Print them out and color 
them, use them as a pattern for cut paper or felt, etc.) We kept the 
tree very simple for our little ones, drawing it on a brown paper 
grocery bag, cutting it out and taping it on the wall. Some people 
like to hang their ornaments on their actual Christmas tree. You can 
do whatever you think you’ll be able to manage for 40 days! 

What if you’re not Orthodox and/or you don’t feel like doing 
this for 40 days? We have chosen 25 readings that would work for 
a Western Advent (December 1-25). Or to keep it very light, you 
can do this on the Sundays of your Advent preparation (six or seven 
for Orthodox, four or five for Western Christians.) The idea is to 
spend the weeks before Christmas preparing your heart to say “The 
people who sat in darkness have seen a great light! This is the Lord’s 
doing and it is marvelous in our eyes!” 

Another note: This is a “beta” version that we are distributing 
among friends at no cost. We would love for you tell us about your 



experience using it. This will help us work out the kinks. 
Additionally, the illustrations are available as coloring pages for free 
at orthodojessetree.wordpress.com.  
 

Alternate Schedule for Western Advent (25 Days) 
 

Day 1  God Creates the World 
Day 2  God Creates Man and Woman 
Day 3  Adam and Eve Leave Paradise 
Day 4  Noah in the Ark 
Day 5  God’s Promise to Abraham 
Day 6  The Hospitality of Abraham 
Day 7 (12) Baby Moses in the Basket 
Day 8 (13) Moses Sees the Burning Bush 
Day 9 (14) Plagues and the Passover 
Day 10 (15) Israel Crosses the Red Sea 
Day 11 (16) Food and Water in the Wilderness 
Day 12 (18) A Temple for God 
Day 13 (22) Samuel Anoints David King 
Day 14 (27) Solomon's Temple 
Day 15 (30) God Calls the Prophet Isaiah 
Day 16 (31) Emmanuel and Rejoicing Foretold 
Day 17 (32) Visit of Kings Foretold 
Day 18 (33) The Three Holy Youths 
Day 19 (34) Wisdom, Word, and Power of God 
Day 20 (35) Birth and Star Foretold 
Day 21 (36) Zachariah and Elizabeth 
Day 22 (37) The Annunciation 
Day 23 (38) Mary Visits Elizabeth 
Day 24 (39) Joseph's Dream 
Day 25 (40) Christ is Born! 
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Day 1  God Creates the World 
 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth 
was formless and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep, 
and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters. 
Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw 
that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness. God called the light day, and the darkness He called night. 
And there was evening and there was morning, one day. 

Then God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the 
waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters,” and it was 
so. God called the expanse heaven. And there was evening and 
there was morning, a second day. 

Then God said, “Let the waters below the heavens be gathered 
into one place, and let the dry land appear,” and it was so. God 
called the dry land earth, and the gathering of the waters He called 
seas; and God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth 
sprout vegetation, plants, and fruit trees on the earth bearing fruit 
after their kind,” and it was so. And God saw that it was good. 
There was evening and there was morning, a third day. 

Then God said, “Let there be lights in the heavens to separate 
the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons 
and for days and years,” and it was so. God made the two great 
lights, the sun to govern the day, and the moon to govern the night, 
and the stars also. God saw that it was good. There was evening and 
there was morning, a fourth day. 

Then God said, “Let the waters teem with swarms of living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth in the heavens.” God 
blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters 
in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” There was evening 
and there was morning, a fifth day. 

Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures after 
their kind: cattle and creeping things and beasts of the earth,” and 
it was so. And God saw that it was good. 

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image.” God blessed 
them and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, 



 
 

and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
Then God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant and every 
tree which has fruit; it shall be food for you. God saw all that He 
had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day.  

By the seventh day God completed His work and He rested. 
Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it. 

 

Genesis 1:1 – 2:3 
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Day 2  God Creates Man and Woman  
 

The LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being. 
The LORD God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; and there 
He placed the man whom He had formed. Out of the ground the 
LORD God caused to grow every tree that is pleasing to the sight 
and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, 
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden 
of Eden to cultivate it and keep it. The LORD God commanded the 
man, saying, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; but 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.” 

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be 
alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.” Out of the ground 
the LORD God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the 
sky. The man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the 
sky, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there was not 
found a helper suitable for him. So the LORD God caused a deep 
sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his 
ribs and fashioned it into a woman and brought her to the man. The 
man said, 
 

“This is now bone of my bones, 
And flesh of my flesh; 
She shall be called Woman, 
Because she was taken out of Man.” 

 
For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be 
joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh. And the man 
and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed. 
 
 
 

Genesis 2:4-25  
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Day 3  Adam and Eve Leave Paradise 
 

Now the serpent said to the woman, “Has God said, ‘You shall not 
eat from any tree of the garden’?” The woman answered, “From 
any tree we may eat except the tree in the middle of the garden. God 
has said, ‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.’” The 
serpent answered, “You surely will not die! For God knows that if 
you eat it you will be like Him.” Then the woman took and ate; and 
she gave it also to her husband and he ate. Then their eyes were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together for clothes. 

They heard the LORD God walking in the garden and the man 
and his wife hid themselves. Then God called to the man, “Where 
are you?” He said, “I heard You in the garden, and I was afraid 
because I was naked; so I hid myself.” God said, “Who told you 
that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman gave it to 
me and I ate.” And the woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and 
I ate.” 

 

The LORD God said to the serpent, 
“On your belly you will go 
And I will put hatred 
Between you and the woman, 
And her son shall bruise you on the head, 
And you shall bruise him on the heel.” 

To the woman He said, 
“In pain you will bring forth children.” 

Then to Adam He said,  
“Cursed is the ground because of you; 
In toil you will eat of it.” 

 

Now the man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the 
mother of all the living. God made clothes of skin for them. And 
God sent them out from the garden, to cultivate the ground from 
which Adam was taken. God stationed the cherubim to guard the 
tree of life with a flaming sword.                                                          Genesis 3 
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Day 4  Noah in the Ark 
 

Noah was a righteous man and he walked with God. Now God 
looked on the earth, and behold, the people had become wicked 
and violent. 

So God said to Noah, “Make for yourself an ark out of gopher 
wood, and make rooms in it, and cover it inside and out with pitch. 
For I am bringing the flood of water upon the earth and everything 
shall perish. But I will make My covenant with you; and you shall 
enter the ark—you and your sons and your wife, and your sons’ 
wives—for you alone I have seen to be righteous before Me in this 
time. And two of every kind of the birds, of the animals, and of 
every creeping thing will come to you to keep them alive.” And 
Noah did all that God had commanded him. 

Then the flood water came upon the earth and the rain fell for 
forty days and forty nights. All the high mountains were covered. 
All people and animals on earth perished. And only Noah was left, 
together with those that were with him in the ark. The flood 
remained for one hundred fifty days. 

But God remembered Noah and the animals and He caused the 
rain to cease and sent a wind to dry the earth. The water receded 
and the ark rested upon the mountains of Ararat. Then Noah sent 
out a dove to see if the water was gone, but the dove found no 
resting place, so she returned. So Noah waited seven days and again 
he sent out the dove. When the dove returned, in her beak was a 
freshly picked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the water was gone 
from the earth. 

Then God spoke to Noah, saying, “Go out of the ark and bring 
out with you every living thing that they may be fruitful and multiply 
on the earth.” So Noah and his family went out. Every beast, every 
creeping thing, and every bird went out from the ark. 

Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and offered burnt 
offerings. The LORD smelled the soothing aroma; and the LORD 
said, “I will never again destroy every living thing. 
 

“While the earth remains, 



 
 

Seedtime and harvest, 
And cold and heat, 
And summer and winter, 
And day and night 
Shall not cease.” 

 
Then God set a rainbow in the sky as a reminder of this covenant. 
 

Genesis 6:9-22; 7 & 8 
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Day 5  God’s Promise to Abraham  
 

Abraham was a shepherd and he had a wife named Sarah. They had 
grown old and had no children. Now the LORD said to Abraham, 
“Go forth from your country to the new land I will show you, and 
I will bless you and make your name great.”  

So Abraham went forth with Sarah as the LORD had spoken to 
him. They traveled a long way and came to the land of Canaan. 
There the LORD told Abraham, “To your descendants I will give 
this land.” Abraham said, “But LORD, I have no children.” And the 
LORD took him outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens, 
and count the stars, if you are able to count them. So shall your 
descendants be. I am God Almighty; walk before Me, and be 
blameless. I will establish My covenant between Me and you, you 
will be the father of many of nations, and kings will come forth 
from you.” 

Then Abraham believed in the LORD; and the LORD reckoned 
it to Abraham as righteousness. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Genesis 12:1-7; 15:1-6; 17:1-9  
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Day 6  The Hospitality of Abraham 

 

Now the LORD appeared to Abraham while he was sitting at the 
door of his tent in the heat of the day. Abraham looked up and saw 
three men standing nearby. He hurried to meet them, bowed low, 
and said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my LORD, do not pass 
me by. Stop here, wash your dusty feet, and rest under this tree. I 
will get you something to eat.” 

“Very well,” they answered. So Abraham hurried into the tent 
to his wife Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “bake bread using our best flour, 
for we have guests.” Then he ran to the herd of cattle and selected 
a choice, tender calf and had a servant prepare it. He then set some 
curds and milk and the prepared calf before his guests. While they 
ate, he stood near them under a tree. 

“Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him. 
“There, in the tent,” he said. 
Then one of them said, “When I return to you this time next 

year, Sarah your wife will have a son.” 
Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent. Abraham 

and Sarah were already very old, and Sarah was past the age of 
childbearing. So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I 
am worn out and my husband is old, will I now have a child?” 

Then the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and 
say, ‘Will I really have a child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too 
difficult for the LORD?” 

Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.” 
But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.” Now the LORD did for Sarah 

what He had promised. Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to 
Abraham. And Abraham named him Isaac, which means 
“laughter.” 

 
 
 
 
 

Genesis 18:1-15; 20:1-7  
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Day 7  Jacob’s Ladder to Heaven 

 

When Isaac grew up he had a son named Jacob. One day Jacob was 
traveling toward Haran. He came to a certain place and spent the 
night there, because the sun had set; and he took one of the stones 
of the place and put it under his head, and lay down. 

Then Jacob had a dream, and behold, a ladder was set on the 
earth with its top reaching to heaven; the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. And behold, the LORD stood above 
it and said, “I am the LORD, the God of Abraham and the God of 
your father Isaac; the land on which you lie, I will give it to you and 
to your descendants. Your descendants will also be like the dust of 
the earth, and they will spread out to the west and to the east and 
to the north and to the south; and in you and in your descendants 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed. Behold, I am with you 
and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this 
land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised 
you.” 

Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is 
in this place and I did not know it.” He was afraid and said, “How 
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, 
and this is the gate of heaven.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Genesis 28:10-17 
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Day 8  Joseph and his Brothers 
 

Now Jacob had twelve sons. Jacob loved his son Joseph the most, so he 
made him a beautiful coat of many colors.  

One day Joseph dreamed a dream and told it to his brothers: “We 
were binding sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf arose and stood 
upright; and your sheaves came around and bowed down to mine.” His 
brothers said, “Will you indeed reign over us?” Then Joseph had another 
dream and told it to his father and brothers. He said, “The sun and the 
moon and eleven stars bowed down to me.” And his father rebuked him 
and said, “What is this dream? Will I and your mother and your brothers 
indeed bow down to you?” His brothers hated Joseph for his dreams, 
but his father kept this saying in mind.  

Now Joseph’s brothers were feeding their father’s flock in Shechem 
and Jacob sent Joseph to see them. When the brothers saw him coming 
they planned to kill him. They said, “Behold, the dreamer comes. Let us 
kill him and cast him into one of the pits. We will tell our father, ‘An evil 
animal has devoured him.’ We will see what will become of his dreams.” 

When Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his beautiful 
coat and threw him into the pit. Then they sat down to eat bread. When 
they looked up they saw a caravan of traders going down to Egypt. Then 
Judah said, “What profit is there in secretly killing our brother? Come, 
let us sell him to the traders and not hurt him; for he is our brother, our 
flesh.” And his brothers agreed and took Joseph out of the pit and sold 
him to the traders for twenty pieces of silver.  

The brothers took Joseph’s coat and dipped it in goat’s blood. Then 
they brought it to their father, and said, “We have found this. See now 
whether it is your son’s coat.” Jacob recognized it and said, “It is my 
son’s coat. An evil animal has devoured him. Joseph is without doubt 
torn in pieces.” Then Jacob tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and 
mourned for many days. And Jacob wept. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Genesis 37:3-35 
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Day 9  Joseph’s Elevation 
 

The traders who bought Joseph took him to Egypt. There Joseph 
became known as a man who could interpret dreams.  

Now it happened that Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, dreamed that 
he was standing by the River Nile. And from the Nile there came 
up seven cows, sleek and fat; and they grazed in the marsh grass. 
Then seven other cows came up after them from the Nile, ugly and 
gaunt, and they ate up the seven fat cows. Then Pharaoh awoke. 
When he went back to sleep he dreamed that seven ears of grain 
came up on a single stalk, plump and good. Then behold, seven 
ears, thin and scorched, sprouted up after them. The thin ears 
swallowed up the seven plump ears. Then Pharaoh awoke.  

In the morning he sent for all the magicians and wise men of 
Egypt. And Pharaoh told them his dreams, but no one could 
interpret them. Then he sent for Joseph. Pharaoh said to him, “I 
have had a dream, but no one can interpret it; I have heard that you 
can.” Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, “It is not in me, but God 
will give Pharaoh an answer.” So Pharaoh told Joseph his dream. 

And Joseph said, “Pharaoh’s two dreams are the same; God has 
told to Pharaoh what He is about to do. Behold, seven years of 
abundant crops are coming in Egypt; and after them seven years of 
famine will come and ravage the land. Now let Pharaoh appoint a 
wise man over the land of Egypt. Then let them gather all the food 
of these good years that are coming, and store it up for the seven 
years of famine, so that the land will not perish.” 

Then Pharaoh appointed Joseph over all of Egypt. Joseph 
gathered all the food of these seven years of plenty and stored up 
grain in great abundance. After this, the seven years of famine began 
and there was famine in all the surrounding lands, but in Egypt there 
was bread. And people from other lands came to Egypt to buy grain 
from Joseph. 

 
 
 
 

Genesis 41:1-43 

http://biblehub.com/genesis/41-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/41-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/41-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/41-7.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/41-16.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/41-17.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/41-30.htm
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Day 10  Joseph Saves his Brothers 
 

During the famine Jacob sent his sons to Egypt to buy grain. Ten 
brothers of Joseph went, but Jacob did not send Joseph’s brother 
Benjamin. 

So the brothers came and bowed down to Joseph, not 
recognizing him. Joseph remembered his dreams about them, but 
he disguised himself and spoke harshly, saying, “Where have you 
come from?” And they said, “From the land of Canaan, to buy 
food.” 

Then Joseph said, “You are spies!” They replied, “No, my Lord, 
we are honest; we have come to buy food. We are twelve brothers; 
the youngest is with our father, and one is no longer alive.” Joseph 
said, “You shall not depart unless your youngest brother comes 
here!” So he put them all in prison for three days. 

On the third day Joseph said, “Let one of your brothers stay 
here in prison; but the rest of you, go home, and bring your 
youngest brother to me, so I know you are honest men.” They 
agreed, but said to one another, “Because we threw Joseph in the 
pit this trouble has come upon us.” So Joseph had Simeon put back 
in prison. Then he gave orders to fill their bags with grain and 
secretly return their money to their sacks. 

Once the brothers had departed, they realized every man’s 
money was in his sack and their hearts sank, for now Joseph would 
think they were thieves. When they told their father Jacob all that 
had happened, Jacob said, “Joseph is no more, Simeon is in prison, 
and you would now take Benjamin. No, my son will not go down 
with you.” 

Once they had eaten the grain from Egypt, Jacob said, “Go 
back, buy us a little food.” But Judah said, “The man said he would 
not help us unless Benjamin comes.” So Jacob said, “If it must be 
so, then take your brother; and may God Almighty grant you 
compassion in the sight of this man, so that he will release to you 
Simeon and Benjamin.” 

So the brothers went down to Egypt and stood before Joseph. 
Then he asked, “Is your father well? Is he still alive?” They said, 



 
 

“He is.” When they presented Benjamin to him, Joseph hurried out 
of the room and wept. Then he washed his face and came out; and 
he controlled himself and invited them to feast and drink with him. 
Then their camels were loaded with grain, their money was returned 
again to their sacks, and a silver cup was placed secretly in 
Benjamin’s sack. 

As they rode away, Joseph sent his servant to accuse them of 
stealing the silver cup. The brothers swore they had not, but the 
servant found the cup in Benjamin’s sack. Then the brothers tore 
their clothes in grief, for Joseph would think they were thieves. 
When they appeared before Joseph he said, “Only Benjamin will 
become my slave. The rest of you, go back to your father in peace.” 
But Judah said, “If Benjamin does not return my father will die of 
grief. Let me remain here as your slave in his place.” 

Then Joseph, seeing that his brothers were no longer cruel and 
selfish, could not control himself any longer and he wept loudly. He 
said to his brothers, “I am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into 
Egypt. Do not be angry with yourselves, for God sent me here to 
save you.” And he explained that the famine would last for five 
more years but that he had stored up enough grain that they might 
live. “See, it was not you who sent me here, but God. Hurry to my 
father and tell him what has happened to me. You will all come to 
live in this land and I will provide for you.”  He kissed all his 
brothers and wept on them, and afterward his brothers talked with 
him. 

And Jacob’s family came to live in Egypt. 
 

Genesis 42 – 45 
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Day 11  Jacob’s Blessing for Judah 
 

After Joseph and his brothers had reconciled, the brothers and their 
father Jacob came to live in Egypt. Now Jacob, also known as Israel, 
was old, and he became sick. So he called for his sons and said, 
“Assemble yourselves that I may tell you what will happen to you 
in the days after I am gone. 
 

“Gather together and hear, O sons of Jacob; 
    And listen to Israel your father. 
Judah, your brothers shall praise you; 
    Your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; 
    Your father’s sons shall bow down to you. 
Judah is a lion’s cub; 
    With the prey, my son, you have gone up. 
He couches, he lies down as a lion, 
    And as a lion, who dares rouse him up? 
The scepter shall not depart from Judah, 
    Nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, 
Until the Messiah comes, 
    And to Him shall be the obedience of the peoples. 
He ties his foal to the vine, 
    And His donkey’s colt to the choice vine; 
He washes His garments in wine, 
    And His robes in the blood of grapes. 
His eyes are darker than wine, 
    And His teeth whiter than milk.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Genesis 49:1-2, 8-12 
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Day 12  Baby Moses in the Basket 
 

After Joseph and his brothers died, their descendants remained in 
Egypt and multiplied. They were called Israelites after Joseph’s 
father, or sometimes Hebrews. Now a new king arose over Egypt 
and he was afraid that because there were so many Israelites they 
would overpower the Egyptians. So the Egyptians made the 
Israelites be their slaves. Their lives were bitter with hard labor. And 
the king commanded every Israelite son who was born to be cast 
into the Nile River, and every Israelite daughter to be kept alive. 

There was an Israelite woman who conceived and bore a son; 
and when she saw that he was beautiful, she hid him for three 
months. But when she could hide him no longer, she got him a 
wicker basket and covered it over with tar and pitch. Then she put 
the child into it and set it among the reeds by the bank of the Nile. 
His sister, Miriam, stood at a distance to find out what would 
happen to him. 

Then the daughter of Pharaoh came down with her maidens to 
bathe at the Nile; and she saw the basket among the reeds and sent 
her maid, and she brought it to her. When she opened it, she saw 
the child, and behold, the boy was crying. And she had pity on him 
and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.” Then Miriam 
stepped forward and said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call 
a Hebrew nurse for you that she may nurse the child for you?” 
Pharaoh’s daughter said, “Yes, go.” So Miriam went and called the 
child’s mother. Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to the child’s mother, 
“Take this child away and nurse him for me and I will pay you.” So 
the woman took the child and nursed him. The child grew, and she 
brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. And 
she named him Moses, and said, “Because I drew him out of the 
water.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Exodus 1:8 – 2:10  
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Day 13  Moses Sees the Burning Bush 

 

One day, when Moses was grown, he went out among his Hebrew 
brethren. When he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, Moses 
looked about, and seeing no else he killed the Egyptian and hid him 
in the sand. Then Moses, fearing for his life, fled Egypt and dwelt 
in the land of Midian. 

In Midian Moses married a wife, Zipporah, and became a 
shepherd. One day Moses was pasturing the flock near Mount 
Horeb when the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing 
fire from the midst of a bush. And he looked, and behold, the bush 
was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed. So Moses 
said, “I must go see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned 
up.” Then God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, 
“Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then God said, “Do 
not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for this is 
holy ground.” He said also, “I am the God of your father, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Then Moses 
hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

The LORD said, “I have seen the affliction of My people who 
are in Egypt, and have heard their cry. So I have come down to 
deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them to a good and 
spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey. But Moses 
said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and do this 
great thing?” And He God said, “I will be with you and help you.” 
Then Moses said to God, “I shall go to the sons of Israel, but who 
shall I say has sent me?” God said, “I AM WHO I AM. Tell the 
Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me.’ They will listen to you.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exodus 2:11 – 3:20  
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Day 14  Plagues in Egypt and the Passover 
 

So Moses returned to Egypt and he and his brother, Aaron went to 
Pharaoh. They said, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Let 
my people go.’” But Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should 
obey Him? I will not let Israel go.” And he made the Israelites work 
even harder. 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is stubborn. 
Go to him in the morning, meet him on the bank of the Nile, and 
take your staff. You shall say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Behold, 
I will strike the water of the Nile with the staff and it will be turned 
to blood.”’” So Moses and Aaron did as the LORD had commanded 
and all the water that was in the Nile was turned to blood. The fish 
that were in the Nile died, and the Egyptians could not drink the 
water. But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he did not let the 
Israelites go. 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him, 
‘Thus says the LORD, “Let My people go. But if you refuse I will 
cover your land with frogs. The Nile will swarm with frogs, which 
will come up and go into your house and into your bedroom and 
everywhere throughout the land.”’” But Pharaoh refused and the 
frogs came up over all of Egypt.  

Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron and said, “Ask the 
LORD to remove the frogs and I will let the people go.” So Moses 
cried to the LORD and the LORD took the frogs away. But when 
Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he hardened his heart and did not 
let the Israelites go. And the LORD sent more plagues because of 
Pharaoh’s hardness of heart: mosquitoes, wild animals, diseased 
cattle, bodily sores, thunderstorms of hail, locusts, and darkness for 
three days. Still, Pharaoh would not release the Israelites. 

Now the LORD said to Moses, “One more plague I will bring 
on Pharaoh and on Egypt; after that he will let you go.” And the 
LORD commanded each Israelite household to kill and eat a lamb 
and that night to put some of the lamb’s blood on the door of their 
house. The LORD said, “You shall eat with your clothes on and your 
sandals on your feet; and you shall eat it in haste—it is the LORD’s 



 
 

Passover. For on that night all the firstborn in the land of Egypt 
will die, but the blood shall be a sign on the houses where you live, 
and your firstborn will be passed over.” And the Israelites did as 
God commanded. 

Now it came about at midnight that all the firstborn in the land 
died, even Pharaoh’s son. So Pharaoh arose in the night and called 
for Moses and said, “Rise up, get out from among my people, all 
you sons of Israel; and go, worship the LORD, as you have said. 
Take both your flocks and your herds, and bless me also.” 
 

Exodus 7:1-6, 13 – 10:29; 11:1; 12:1-13, 28-32 
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Day 15  Israel Crosses the Red Sea  
 

God led the people out of Egypt with a pillar of cloud by day and 
pillar of fire by night. And when Pharaoh heard the Israelites had 
fled, he had a change of heart. So he readied his chariot and took 
six hundred other chariots with officers. Then the Egyptians chased 
after the Israelites with all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh and 
they came near them camping by the sea. 

When the Israelites saw the Egyptians they became very 
frightened. But Moses said to the people, “Do not fear! The LORD 
will fight for you while you keep silent.” Then the LORD said to 
Moses, “Lift up your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea 
and divide it, and the sons of Israel shall go through the sea on dry 
land.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD 
swept the sea back by a strong wind and turned the sea into dry 
land. The Israelites went through it and the waters were like a wall 
to them on either side. And the Egyptians went in after them. Then 
the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that 
the waters may come back over the Egyptians, over their chariots 
and their horsemen.” So Moses did so and the waters returned and 
drowned the Egyptians. 

Thus the LORD saved Israel that day and Israel believed in the 
LORD and his servant Moses. They sang together: 
 

“I will sing to the LORD, for He is glorious; 
He has hurled the horse and its rider into the sea. 
The LORD is my strength and song, 
He has become my salvation. 
The LORD will reign forever and ever.” 

 

Then Moses’ sister Miriam and the other women went out with 
timbrels and dancing. 

 
 
 
 
 

Exodus 13:20 – 15:19  
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Day 16  Food and Water in the Desert 
 

From the Red Sea Moses led Israel into the wilderness. There in the 
desert there was very little to eat. And the Israelites began to 
grumble with hunger. “Would that we had died in Egypt, when we 
sat by the pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full; for you have 
brought us out into this wilderness to kill us with hunger!” And the 
LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “I have heard the grumblings of 
Israel; speak to them, saying, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in 
the morning you shall be filled with bread; and you shall know that 
I am the LORD your God.’” 

So that evening, quails came up and covered the camp and the 
Israelites caught them and ate them for meat. And in the morning 
there was a layer of dew around the camp. The dew dried up into 
fine flakes, which tasted like wafers with honey. The sons of Israel 
did not know what it was and called it “manna.” And Moses said to 
them, “It is the bread which the LORD has given you to eat. The 
LORD commands, ‘Gather as much as your family will need.’” The 
Israelites did so, and some gathered much and some little. Moses 
said to them, “Let no man leave any of it until morning.” But they 
did not listen to Moses, and some saved it for later, and it became 
rotten; and Moses was angry with them. So they gathered it morning 
by morning, every man as much as he could eat; but when the sun 
grew hot, it melted. 

Then the Israelites journeyed further and there was no water to 
drink. Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Have 
you brought us up from Egypt to kill us and our children and our 
livestock with thirst?” Then the LORD said to Moses, “Take in your 
hand your staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will stand 
before you there on the rock at Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, 
and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.” And 
happened as the LORD had said. 

 
 
 
 

Exodus 16:1 – 17:7  
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Day 17  God Gives Moses the Ten Commandments 
 

Moses led the Israelites into the wilderness near Mount Sinai. In the 
morning there was thunder and lightning, and a thick cloud upon 
the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Then Moses brought 
the people to the foot of the mountain to meet God, for He had 
descended upon it in fire.  And as the sound of the trumpet grew 
louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder. 
Then the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses 
went up.  

And God spoke all these words, saying, 
 
“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 
You shall have no other gods before Me. 
You shall not make or worship idols. 
You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain. 
Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall 
labor, but the seventh day you shall rest. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not kill. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet anything that is your neighbor’s.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exodus 19:16 – 20:17  
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Day 18  A Temple for God 

 

While the Israelites traveled for forty years in the desert, God was 
with them. But they did not have a special place where they could 
meet Him. Nor did they have priests to make offerings to God. So 
the LORD told Moses how to make a tabernacle—a dwelling place 
for God—where people could worship. And Aaron and his sons 
would be the priests there. 

To make the tabernacle all the people of Israel offered whatever 
they had: gold, silver, or bronze jewelry; fine linens of blue, purple, 
and scarlet; strong acacia wood; soft goats’ hair for yarn, red rams’ 
hides and blue dolphin skins for leather. With these offerings 
artisans built the tabernacle and crafted all that would go inside of 
it. They also made vestments for the priests.  

The tabernacle was made up of three parts. First there was the 
outer court, where all of God’s people could go. It had an altar for 
making sacrifices and a basin of water for the priests to wash 
themselves. Second was the holy place, beyond the outer court, 
where only priests could go. It had a table for special bread, a golden 
lampstand, and a golden censer for burning sweet-smelling incense. 
The third part was called the holy of holies, which was a small room 
within the holy place, separated by a veil. Only the high priest could 
only go inside it once each year because God dwelt in it. And inside 
the holy of holies was the ark of the covenant, which was a large 
box made of acacia wood, covered in gold, with two golden angels 
on top of a lid called the mercy seat. The ark contained the stone 
tablets God had given Moses.  

When the tabernacle had been completed, Moses anointed 
everything in it with holy oil. Then he anointed the priests. All of 
this was just as God had told him to do. Then a cloud covered the 
whole tabernacle, and the glory of the LORD filled the place so that 
they could not go in. And at night there was fire over the it. When 
the glory of the LORD was over the tabernacle, the people of Israel 
did not travel, but when it was not over the tabernacle, they did.  

 

Exodus 40  



 
 

  



42 
 

Day 19  The Story of Ruth 
 

Many years after the Israelites had settled in the land God had 
promised them, there was a famine. Because there was no food, a 
woman named Naomi left her home in Bethlehem and went with 
her family to a foreign land called Moab. There they settled. 
Naomi’s sons married Moabite wives, Ruth and Orpah. But soon 
after, Naomi’s sons died, as did her husband. And when she heard 
that the famine had ended, she decided to return to Bethlehem. 

Naomi told her daughters-in-law, “Go, return each of you to 
her mother’s house. May the LORD be kind to you as you have been 
to us.” Ruth and Orpah wept, for they loved Naomi. Then Orpah 
kissed Naomi goodbye, but Ruth clung to her. Naomi said, 
“Behold, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and her 
gods; go with her.” But Ruth said, “Do not ask me to leave you; for 
where you will go, I will go. Your people shall be my people, and 
your God, my God.” And Ruth remained with Naomi. 

So they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley 
harvest and Ruth went to gather fallen grain for food, following 
after the reapers. When a farmer named Boaz saw her he asked his 
servant, “Who is this?” The servant replied, “She is the young 
Moabite woman who returned with Naomi.” Then Boaz said to 
Ruth, “Listen carefully: Do not go to another field, but stay here. 
You may drink my servants’ water when you are thirsty.” Then she 
fell on her face, bowing to the ground and said to him, “Why have 
I found favor in your sight, for I am a foreigner?” Boaz replied to 
her, “I know all you have done for your mother-in-law, and how 
you left your family and homeland, and came to a people you did 
not know. May the LORD reward your work.” So Boaz commanded 
his servants to be kind to Ruth and to purposely pull out some grain 
from their bundles and leave it for her to gather. 

When Naomi heard all that Boaz had done to help Ruth, she 
was greatly comforted. After a time, Ruth became Boaz’s wife. The 
LORD gave them a son, Obed, and Naomi became his nurse. Obed 
is the father of Jesse, and Jesse is the father of David. 

 
Ruth 1 – 4  



 
 

  



44 
 

Day 20  Hannah’s Prayer is Answered 
 

Now there was a man named Elkanah and Hannah was his wife. 
They had no children and this made Hannah very sad. Each year 
they would go up from their city to worship and sacrifice to the 
LORD of hosts in Shiloh, for priests to the LORD lived there. 

One year when they were at Shiloh Hannah went into the 
temple to pray. Now Eli the priest was sitting near her, and he saw 
how she was greatly distressed, praying to the LORD and weeping 
bitterly. She made a vow and said, “O LORD of hosts, if You will 
indeed look on the suffering of Your maidservant and will give me 
a son, I will give him to the LORD all the days of his life.” And when 
Eli understood Hannah’s sorrow and her faith in the LORD, he said, 
“Go in peace; and may the God of Israel grant what you have asked 
of Him.” She said, “Let your maidservant find favor in your sight.” 
So Hannah went her way and ate, and her face was no longer sad. 
And the LORD remembered Hannah, and she soon conceived and 
bore a son; and she named him Samuel. 

Now when Hannah had weaned Samuel, she brought him to 
the house of the LORD. When she saw the priest, Eli, she said, “I 
am the woman who stood here beside you, praying to the LORD. 
For this boy I prayed, and the LORD has answered me. So I have 
given my son to the LORD; as long as he lives he is dedicated to the 
LORD.” And Samuel worshiped the LORD there. 

Then Hannah prayed and said, 
 

“My heart exults in the LORD; 
My horn, my strength, is exalted in the LORD, 
My mouth speaks boldly against my enemies, 
Because I rejoice in Your salvation.  
There is no one holy like the LORD. 
Those who were full hire themselves out for bread, 
But those who were hungry cease to hunger. 
The LORD makes poor and rich; 
He brings low, He also raises up. 
And He will give strength to His king, 



 
 

And will exalt the horn of His anointed.” 
 

1 Samuel (1 Kingdoms) 1:1 – 2:10 
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Day 21  Samuel Hears the LORD  
 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD for Eli in the 
temple, helping him with his duties in the house of the LORD. And 
word from the LORD was rare in those days. 

One night Eli lay down in his place to sleep, and Samuel lay 
down in the temple of the LORD where the ark of God was. And 
the lamp of God had not yet gone out. Then the LORD called 
Samuel. And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” 
But Eli said, “I did not call, lie down again.” So Samuel went and 
lay down. The LORD called yet again, “Samuel!” So Samuel arose 
and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But Eli 
answered, “I did not call, my son, lie down.”  

So the LORD called Samuel again for the third time. And he 
arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” 
Then Eli knew that the LORD was calling the boy. And Eli said to 
Samuel, “Go lie down, and if He calls you again, say, ‘Speak, LORD, 
for Your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his 
place. Then the LORD came and stood and called, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for Your servant is listening.” 
The LORD said to Samuel, “Behold, I am about to bring justice to 
Eli’s house. For his sons have done wicked things and he did not 
rebuke them.” So Samuel lay down and slept.  

The next morning Samuel opened the doors of the temple. He 
was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. Then Eli called him and said, 
“Samuel, my son.” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “What is the 
word that the LORD spoke to you? Please do not hide it from me.” 
So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. And Eli 
said, “It is the LORD; let Him do what seems good to Him.” 

Thus Samuel grew and the LORD was with him and let none of 
his words fail. And all Israel knew that Samuel was a prophet of the 
LORD. 

 
 
 

1 Samuel (1 Kingdoms) 3  
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Day 22  Samuel Anoints David King  
 

Though the Israelites had God as their king and Samuel as their 
prophet, they still wanted to be like other peoples and have an 
earthly king. So God gave them a king called Saul.  

After a time the LORD became angry with Saul because he had 
disobeyed Him. God told Samuel to go and anoint a new king.  The 
LORD said to Samuel, “Fill your horn with oil and go; I will send 
you to Jesse in Bethlehem, for I have selected one of his sons to be 
king.” But Samuel said, “How can I do this? When King Saul hears 
of it, he will be angry.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you 
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the 
sacrifice, and I will show you which of his sons I have chosen.” So 
Samuel did what the LORD had said, and came to Bethlehem. And 
he invited the elders of Bethlehem to the sacrifice, as well as Jesse 
and his sons. 

When the sons entered, Samuel looked at Eliab who was strong 
and tall, and thought, “Surely this is he whom the LORD has 
chosen.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his 
appearance; for God sees not as man sees. Man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” Then Jesse called 
Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. And Samuel said, 
“The LORD has not chosen this one either.” Thus Jesse made seven 
of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The 
LORD has not chosen any of these. Are these all the children?” And 
Jesse said, “There remains yet the youngest, David. He is tending 
the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send for him; for we will not sit down 
until he comes here.” 

So Jesse brought David in. Now he was ruddy, with beautiful 
eyes and a handsome appearance. And the LORD said, “Arise, 
anoint him; for this is he.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil and 
anointed David in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the 
LORD came mightily upon him from that day forward. And Samuel 
arose and went on his way. 

 
 

1 Samuel (1 Kingdoms) 16:1-13  
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Day 23  David Defeats Goliath 
 

Now the Philistines were the enemies of the Israelites, and both of 
their armies had gathered for battle. A champion came out from the 
Philistines named Goliath, who was exceedingly tall and strong. He 
had a bronze helmet on his head, he was clothed with heavy armor, 
and he carried a javelin and a huge spear. Goliath shouted to Israel’s 
army, “Choose one of your men to come down to me. If he defeats 
me, then we will become your servants; but if I defeat him, then you 
shall become our servants.” When King Saul and Israel’s army 
heard these words they were greatly afraid. 

David was too young for battle but he had come to bring food 
to the army. After he heard what Goliath had said, David told King 
Saul, “I will go and fight this Philistine.” Saul said, “You cannot do 
this for you are but a youth and he is a well-trained warrior.” But 
David said, “I have killed a lion and a bear to defend my father’s 
sheep. The LORD who delivered me from these beasts will deliver 
me from Goliath.” So Saul agreed and gave David his armor and 
his helmet. But David said, “I cannot go with these, for I am not 
used to them.” And he took them off. He took his stick in his hand 
and chose five smooth stones from the brook, and put them in his 
bag. His sling was in his hand and he approached Goliath. 

When the Philistine saw David he disdained him, for he was but 
a youth and had only a sling. Then David said to Goliath, “You 
come to me with mighty weapons, but I come to you in the name 
of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you 
have taunted. This day the LORD will deliver you up into my hands, 
that all here may know that the LORD does not deliver by sword or 
by spear; for the battle is the LORD’s and He will give you into our 
hands.” And David put his hand into his bag and took out a stone 
and slung it, and struck the Philistine on his forehead, so that he fell 
on his face to the ground. And when the Philistines saw that their 
champion was dead, they fled. 

 
 

1 Samuel (1 Kingdoms) 17  
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Day 24  David the Psalmist 
 
David was the greatest king of Israel. God chose him to be king when he was a 
young man. When Samuel anointed David king, the Spirit of God came 
mightily upon him. After King Saul died, David ascended the throne and 
reigned in Israel for forty years. He was a man after God’s own heart and loved 
to sing praises to the LORD. He wrote many songs, called psalms.  
 
Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, 

nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scornful. 

But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in His law doth he 
meditate day and night. 

And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that 
bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not 
wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind 
driveth away. 

Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners 
in the congregation of the righteous. 

For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of 
the ungodly shall perish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Psalm 1  
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Day 25  The Good Shepherd 
 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: He leadeth me 

beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness 

for His name's sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 

will fear no evil: for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff 
they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies: Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth 
over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Psalm 23 (22)  
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Day 26  King Solomon  
 

When King David had grown old, he commanded that his son 
Solomon be anointed as king. As David’s time to die drew near, he 
spoke to Solomon, “I am going the way of all the earth. Therefore 
be strong, and follow the Lord your God; keep His 
commandments, according to the Law of Moses, that you may 
succeed in all you do. If you do this then the LORD may carry out 
His promise to me when He said, ‘If your sons are careful to walk 
before Me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, Israel 
shall always have a man on its throne.’” Then David slept with his 
fathers and was buried in Jerusalem. David reigned over Israel for 
forty years. 

And Solomon sat on the throne of David his father, and his 
kingdom was firmly established. 

One night the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream; and God 
said, “Ask what you wish Me to give you.” Then Solomon said, 
“You have made me king, yet I am but a child; there is much I still 
do not know. Give me an understanding heart to judge Your people 
to discern between good and evil.” It was pleasing to the LORD that 
Solomon had asked this thing. God said to him, “Because you have 
not asked for long life or riches, but have asked for wisdom, behold, 
I will grant this. I have given you the most wise and discerning heart 
any man will ever have. I have also given you what you have not 
asked, both riches and honor. If you walk in My ways, keeping My 
statutes and commandments, then I will give you a long life.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Kings (3 Kingdoms) 1: 32- 40; 2:1-4, 10, 12; 3:5-14 

http://biblehub.com/1_kings/2-2.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_kings/2-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_kings/2-11.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_kings/3-11.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_kings/3-12.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_kings/3-14.htm


 
 

  



58 
 

Day 27  Solomon’s Temple 

 

When David was King of Israel, the ark of the covenant had been 
lost. David found the ark and wanted to build a temple for God, 
where the people could worship. But God told David that his son 
Solomon would be the one to build the temple. 

When Solomon became king, he built a beautiful temple in the 
city of Jerusalem, made of wood and stone and gold and jewels, 
larger than the tent of meeting in the desert that Moses had built. 
The ark of the covenant, the tabernacle, and all the holy vessels were 
brought to the temple. And when the priests placed the ark of the 
covenant in the holy of holies, a cloud filled the house of the LORD, 
for the glory of the LORD had filled his house. 

And Solomon stood before the altar of LORD in the presence 
of all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward 
heaven, and said, “LORD God of Israel, there is no God like you in 
heaven or on earth. But will God truly dwell on the earth? Behold, 
the heavens cannot contain You; how can this temple contain You? 
Yet hearken, O LORD my God, unto the cry of Your servant. Let 
Your eyes be open toward this house night and day. When we pray 
in this temple, hear us in heaven. And when You hear us, forgive 
us.” 

When Solomon was done praying to the LORD, he arose from 
before the altar and blessed the congregation with a loud voice, 
saying, “Blessed be the LORD, that has given rest unto His people 
Israel, according to all that He promised Moses his servant. The 
LORD our God be with us, as He was with our fathers. May He 
incline our hearts unto Him, to walk in all His ways, and to keep 
His commandments.” 

And the king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before 
the LORD and feasted for seven days. On the eighth day he sent the 
people away; and they blessed the king, and went unto their tents 
joyful and glad of heart for all the goodness that the LORD had done 
for Israel. 

 

1 Kings (3 Kingdoms) 6 & 8  
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Day 28  Elijah the Prophet 
 

After King Solomon died, Israel’s kings began to worship false 
gods. King Ahab worshiped a false god called Baal, and so God sent 
his prophet Elijah to tell Ahab there would be no rain in Israel for 
three years.  

In the third year of the drought the word of the LORD came to 
Elijah, saying, “Go, show yourself to Ahab and I will send rain on 
the earth.” So Elijah went to Ahab and told him to send the people 
of Israel and the four hundred fifty priests of Baal to Mount Carmel. 

When they had all gathered, Elijah said, “Let us prepare 
sacrifices to our gods and lay them on our own altars but put no 
fire underneath. You priests of Baal call on the name of your god, 
and I will call on the LORD’s name. The God who answers by fire, 
let him be God.” And all Israel answered, “What you say is good.” 

The prophets of Baal prepared their bull and laid it on the altar 
and called on the name of Baal. They called from morning till 
evening, saying, “Baal, hear us!” But there was no voice, and nobody 
answered.  

Meanwhile, Elijah built an altar with twelve stones and dug a 
deep trench around it. He prepared the bull and laid it on the wood. 
He said, “Fill four jars with water, and pour it on the bull and the 
wood,” and they did. He said, “Do it a second time,” and they did. 
He said, “Do it a third time,” and they did. The water ran around 
the altar and filled the trench he had dug.  

That evening Elijah said, “LORD, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, 
and of Jacob, let it be known today that You are God in Israel, and 
that I amYyour servant, and that I have done all these things at your 
word. Hear me, LORD, that this people may know that You are 
God.” Then the LORD’s fire fell and consumed the burnt offering, 
the wood, the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was 
in the trench. When the people saw it they fell on their faces and 
they said, “The LORD, He is God!” And in a little while there was a 
great rain.  

 

1 Kings (3 Kingdoms) 16:29-33 (16:37-41); 17:1; 18:1-45  
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Day 29  Jonah the Prophet 

 

Now the LORD’s word came to Jonah, saying, “Arise, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and preach to it, for their wickedness has 
come up before me.” But Jonah disobeyed God’s command and 
fled from the presence of LORD on a ship to Tarshish.  

Then the LORD sent out a great wind on the sea, and there was 
a mighty storm, so that the ship seemed likely to break up.  The 
sailors were afraid, and Jonah was forced to tell them that he was 
fleeing his God and this must be the reason for the great storm. He 
said to them, “Take me up and throw me into the sea. Then the sea 
will be calm for you.” So they took up Jonah and threw him into 
the sea; and the sea ceased its raging.  

Now the LORD prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah, and 
Jonah was in the belly of the fish for three days and three nights. 
Then Jonah prayed to the LORD from the fish’s belly. 
 

“Out of my distress I cried to the LORD. 
He answered me. 

Out of the belly of Sheol I cried. 
You heard my voice. 

For you threw me into the depths, 
in the heart of the seas. 

The flood was all around me, 
yet you have brought up my life from the pit, LORD my 

God. 
When my soul fainted within me, I remembered the LORD. 

My prayer came to you, to your holy temple. 
I will sacrifice unto you with the voice of thanksgiving. 

Salvation belongs to LORD.”  
 

Then the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon 
the dry land. The LORD’s word came to Jonah the second time, 
saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh and preach to it the message that I 
give you.” So Jonah went to Nineveh and cried out, “In forty days, 
Nineveh will be overthrown because of its wickedness!” Then the 
people of Nineveh believed God; and they all fasted and put on 



 
 

sackcloth and sat in ashes. “Who knows,” said their king, “perhaps 
God will have mercy on us if we repent.” And God saw their 
repentance, that they turned from their evil ways, and He did not 
destroy Nineveh. 
 

Jonah 1 – 4 
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Day 30  God Calls the Prophet Isaiah 
 

Isaiah was one of Israel’s greatest prophets because he foretold the birth of Christ. 
He also foretold how Christ would suffer for our sake once he was grown up. 
This is how the LORD called Isaiah to be his prophet. 
 

In the year that king Uzziah died, I, Isaiah, saw the LORD sitting on 
a throne, high and lifted up; and His train filled the temple. Above 
Him stood the seraphim. Each one had six wings. With two he 
covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 
One called to another and said, 
 

“Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of Hosts! 
Heaven and earth are filled with his glory!” 

 

The doorposts shook and the house was filled with smoke. Then I 
said, “Woe is me! For I am pierced to the heart because I am a man 
of unclean lips, and I dwell among a people of unclean lips: yet my 
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of Hosts!” 

Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand 
which he had taken from the altar with tongs. He touched my 
mouth with it, and said, “Behold, this has touched your lips; and 
your iniquity is taken away, and your sin forgiven.” 

Then I heard the LORD’s voice, saying, “Whom shall I send as 
my prophet?” I said, “Here I am. Send me!” He said, “Go, and tell 
this people, 
 

‘You hear, 
but do not understand; 

and you see, 
but do not perceive.’” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Isaiah 6:1-9  
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Day 31  Emmanuel and Rejoicing Foretold  
 

Isaiah foretold many things about the savior God would send, Jesus Christ. 
Here are some of his prophecies.  
 

God with us 
Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin 
shall conceive, and bear a Son, and shall call His name Emmanuel, 
which means God is with us. 
 

Christ the Light and King 
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great Light: they 
that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the 
Light shined. For unto us a Child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon His shoulder: and His name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace.  
 

Christ, the Rod of Jesse 
There shall come forth a Rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a 

Branch shall grow out of his roots and grow and bear fruit. 
And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; 

He shall not judge according to the sight of His eyes nor the 
hearing of His ears: 

But with righteousness shall He judge the poor, and with fairness 
shall He judge the meek of the earth. 

And righteousness shall be the girdle of His loins, and faithfulness 
the girdle of His reins. 

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 
down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the 
fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 

And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, which shall stand as 
a banner to the people; the Gentiles will seek it, and His 
dwelling shall be glorious. 

Isaiah 7:14; 9:2, 6; 11:1-10   
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Day 32  Visits of Kings Foretold 
 

Isaiah also prophesied that kings from far away would come to see the Christ. 
Listen to this prophecy for words that remind you of the story of the three kings 
who brought gifts to Baby Jesus. 
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
and the LORD’s glory has risen on you. 

For, behold, darkness will cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the LORD will arise on you, 
and his glory shall be seen on you. 

Nations will come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your rising. 

Lift up your eyes all around, and see: 
they all gather themselves together. 
They come to you. 

Your sons will come from far away, 
and your daughters will be carried in arms. 

Then you shall see and be radiant, 
and your heart will thrill and be enlarged; 

because the abundance of the sea will be turned to you. 
The wealth of the nations will come to you. 

A multitude of camels will cover you, 
the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah. 

All from Sheba will come. 
They will bring gold and frankincense, 
and will proclaim the praises of the LORD. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Isaiah 60:1-7  



 
 

  



70 
 

Day 33  The Three Holy Youths  
 

Now there was a king called Nebuchadnezzar who was from a 
foreign land called Babylon. He conquered the Israelites’ greatest 
city, Jerusalem. He stole the beautiful things from the temple and 
forced many Israelites to return with him to Babylon where they 
would work for him.  

One day King Nebuchadnezzar had an enormous statue of gold 
set up in Babylon. He decreed to all of the people, “In the hour that 
you shall hear the sound of the trumpet, flute, lyre, trigon, harp, 
bagpipe, and every kind of music, you shall fall down and worship 
this statue. But if anyone shall not fall down and worship, he shall 
be cast into a fiery furnace.” 

So when the people heard the music, they did as the king had 
decreed. But some Chaldeans came to Nebuchadnezzar and said, 
“There are certain Jews you have chosen to work for you, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego: these young men do not worship the 
golden statue.” 

Then Nebuchadnezzar became angry and summoned 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He asked, “Is it true that you 
do not worship my gods nor the golden statue? If you do not do 
these things you will be cast into the fiery furnace.” 

Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered, “We have 
no need to answer you. For behold, our God is able to save us from 
the fiery furnace and to deliver us out of your hands. But if He will 
not, know that we will not worship the golden statue.” 

Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury and he had the 
youths cast into the fiery furnace. And they walked in the midst of 
the flame, praising and blessing the LORD. And the angel of the 
LORD went down into the furnace with Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego. And he drove out the flames and brought in a blowing 
wind bringing dew, and the fire did not touch nor harm them at all. 
Then these three youths as with one mouth glorified God in the 
furnace, saying: “Praise the LORD, sing and exalt Him throughout 
all the ages. For He has saved us from death, and delivered us from 
the burning flame.”  



 
 

And Nebuchadnezzar saw all this and ordered the youths to 
come out from the furnace, for he saw that their God had protected 
them. 

 

Daniel 3  
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Day 34  Wisdom, Word, and Power of God 
 

God is perfect. He is absolutely good, He knows everything, and He loves the 
people He created. God loved the Israelites and He wanted them to love Him. 
But the Israelites were not perfect, and their sins often separated them from God. 
God gave them His wisdom so that they could know how to be good; then they 
could grow closer to Him.  

God first gave His wisdom to the Israelites in Moses’ time when He gave 
them the commandments. He also sent prophets to speak His word. Eventually 
God would send his son Jesus Christ, the Word Himself, to live on earth and 
renew all creation through His love. Here is what the book of Baruch says about 
God’s wisdom. Listen for the different ways God has given His wisdom to the 
people and how His wisdom helps us. 
 

This is our God, no other shall be compared to Him. He found out 
all the way of knowledge, and gave it to Jacob His servant, and to 
Israel His beloved. Afterwards He was seen upon earth, and 
conversed with men. This is the book of the commandments of 
God, and the law, that is forever: all they that keep it, shall come to 
life: but they that have forsaken it, to death. Return, O Jacob, and 
take hold of it, walk in the way by its brightness, in the presence of 
the light thereof. Give not thy honor to another, nor thy dignity to 
a strange nation. We are happy, O Israel: because the things that are 
pleasing to God, are made known to us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baruch 3:36 – 4:4  
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Day 35  Birth and Star Foretold  
 

In the book of Numbers a man named Balaam foretold Christ’s coming, calling 
him a star. This also reminds us of the star that led the three kings to Christ 
after he was born. Here is what Balaam said, speaking his prophecy in another 
land hundreds of years before Christ was born: 
 

I see Him, but not now. 
I see Him, but not near. 

A Star will come out of Jacob. 
A Scepter will rise out of Israel, 

and shall strike through the corners of Moab, 
and break down all the sons of Sheth.  

 

The Prophet Micah foretold that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. 
Bethlehem was where Ruth settled with Naomi and married her husband, Boaz. 
King David was also from Bethlehem. From this place would come a great ruler, 
shepherd, and giver of life: Jesus. Here is what Micah prophesied about where 
Christ. 
 

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
being small among the clans of Judah, 
out of you One will come out to Me Who is to be Ruler in 

Israel; 
whose goings out are from of old, from ancient times. 

Therefore He will abandon them until the time that she who is in 
labor gives birth. 
Then the rest of His brothers will return to the children of 

Israel. 
He shall stand, and shall shepherd in the strength of the LORD, 

in the majesty of the name of the LORD His God: 
and they will live, for then He will be great to the ends of the 

earth. 
 
 
 
 

Numbers 24:17; Micah 5:2-4  
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Day 36  Zachariah and Elizabeth  
 

In the days of Herod, the king of Judea, there was a certain priest 
named Zachariah. He had a wife named Elizabeth.  They were both 
righteous before God, but they had no child because Elizabeth was 
barren, and they both had grown old.  

One day Zachariah went into the temple of the LORD to burn 
incense. A multitude of people were praying outside the temple, for 
only priests could enter it. When Zachariah went in, an angel of the 
LORD appeared to him. Zachariah was afraid when he saw him. But 
the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zachariah, because your 
request has been heard, and your wife, Elizabeth, will bear you a 
son. You shall call his name John. You will have joy and gladness, 
and many will rejoice at his birth. For he will be great in the sight of 
the LORD. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his 
mother’s womb. He will turn many of the children of Israel to the 
LORD and prepare a people prepared for the LORD.” 

Zachariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure of this? For I 
am an old man, and my wife is well advanced in years.” The angel 
answered him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God. 
I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. But 
because you did not believe my words, behold, you will be silent 
and not able to speak, until the day that these things will happen.” 

Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zachariah outside the 
temple, wondering why he remained so long. When he came out he 
could not speak to them, and they understood that he had seen a 
vision in the temple.  

After these days Elizabeth conceived, and she praised God, 
saying, “The LORD has looked upon me and shown His favor and 
taken away my disgrace among the people.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Luke 1:5-25  
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Day 37  The Annunciation  
 

Now in the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a 
city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin pledged to be married 
to a man named Joseph, of David’s house. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. Having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly 
favored one! The LORD is with you. Blessed are you among 
women!” 

But when Mary saw him, she was greatly troubled at the saying 
and considered what kind of greeting this might be. The angel said 
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
Behold, you will conceive in your womb, and give birth to a son, 
and will call his name ‘Jesus.’ He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High. The LORD God will give Him the throne of 
his father, David, and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever. 
And of His kingdom there will be no end.” 

Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, for I am a virgin?” 
The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, 

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore 
also the holy One who is born from you will be called the Son of 
God. Behold, Elizabeth, your cousin, also has conceived a son in 
her old age; and this is the sixth month with her who was called 
barren. For with God nothing is impossible.” 

And Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaiden of the LORD; let 
it be done to me according to your word.” And the angel departed 
from her. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luke 1:26-38  
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Day 38  Mary Visits Elizabeth 

 

Now Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with 
haste, into a city of Judah, and entered into the house of Zachariah 
and greeted her cousin Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit. She called out with a loud voice, and said, “Blessed 
are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! Why 
am I so favored, that the mother of my LORD should come to me? 
For behold, when the voice of your greeting came into my ears, the 
baby leaped in my womb for joy! Blessed is she who believed, for 
there will be a fulfillment of the things which have been spoken to 
her from the LORD!” 

And Mary said, 
 

“My soul magnifies the Lord. 
My spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior, 
for He has looked at the humble state of his handmaiden. 
For behold, henceforth, all generations will call me blessed. 
For He who is mighty has done great things for me. 
Holy is His name. 
His mercy is from generation to generation on those who 

fear Him. 
He has shown strength with His arm. 
He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their 

hearts. 
He has put down princes from their thrones, 
and has exalted the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things. 
He has sent the rich away empty. 
He has given help to Israel, His servant, that He might 

remember mercy, 
As He spoke to our fathers, 
to Abraham and His descendants forever.” 

 

Mary stayed with her about three months, and then returned to her 
house.                                                                       Luke 1:39-56  
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Day 39  Joseph’s Dream 
 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the 
son of Abraham. Abraham became the father of Isaac. Isaac 
became the father of Jacob. Jacob became the father of Judah and 
his brothers. Many years later, Judah’s descendant Boaz became the 
father of Obed by Ruth. Obed became the father of Jesse.  And 
Jesse became the father of King David. David became the father of 
Solomon. And many, many generations after Solomon, his 
descendent Joseph became the husband of Mary, from whom was 
born Jesus, who is called Christ.  

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother, 
Mary, was engaged to Joseph, before they came together, she was 
found pregnant by the Holy Spirit. Joseph, her husband, being a 
righteous man, and not willing to make her a public example, 
intended to put her away secretly. But when he thought about these 
things, behold, an angel of the LORD appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to yourself 
Mary, your wife, for the child conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 
She shall give birth to a son. You shall call his name Jesus, for it is 
he who shall save his people from their sins.” 

Now all this happened, that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the LORD through the prophet, saying, 
 

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, 
and shall give birth to a Son. 
They shall call His name Emmanuel”; 
which means ‘God with us.’” 

 

Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the LORD 
commanded him, and took his wife to himself; and did not know 
her until she had given birth to her firstborn son. He named Him 
Jesus. 

 
 
 
 

Matthew 1  
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Day 40  Christ is Born! 
 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from 
Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed. And all went to 
be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and 
lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his betrothed wife, being 
great with child.  

And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were 
accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth 
her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid 
Him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of 
the LORD came upon them, and the glory of the LORD shone round 
about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto 
them, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, which is Christ the LORD. And this shall be a 
sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger. 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, and saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them 
into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, “Let us now go 
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, 
which the LORD hath made known unto us.” And they came with 
haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 
And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying 
which was told them concerning this child. And all they that heard 
it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.  

But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 
And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 



 
 

Luke 2:1-20 
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